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THE TRIUMPHS OF TEMPERANCE. 
“The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.”—Ps. exxvi. 3, 


The restoration of Israel from their seventy years’ captivity, and their 
elevation in the land of their fathers to all the rich privileges of an inde- 
pendent nation, and the enjoyment of their Temple worship and religious 
consolations, forms one of the most affecting incidents in human history. 
To it all, they were not insensible. The law of gratitude was engraven 
upon their hearts. And, as by the rivers of Babylon they sat down and 
wept when they remembered Zion ; as they once exclaimed in the bitter- 
ness of grief, ‘‘ If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
her cunning ; if I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth,” so, with correspondent emotions, when the Lord 
brought back the captivity of Zion, they were like them that dream. The 
reality seemed to surpass all their fondest hopes. Their minds wandered 
over regions of delight, as those who sleep. But when they found there 
was no delusion ; that they were once more in their father land, with 
Abraham’s God for their protector, and the rich blessings of the covenant 
sealed and confirmed to them, then was their mouth filled with laughter ; 
and, lifting up their hearts in gratitude, they exclaimed, “The Lord hath 
done great things for us. The Lord hath done great things for ws ; whereof 
we are glad.” 

Signal deliverances from existing or impending evils, demand from us, 
both as individuals and members of the community, gratefal acknowledg- 
ments. The proud Atheistic heart may say in its folly, “‘ Is not this 
great Babylon that I have built for the honor of my majesty ?”—“ m 
power and the might of my hand hath gathered me all this wealth,” or 
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“‘ my wisdom and skill have extricated me from difficulties and perils, or 
warded off the pestilence that walketh in darkness ;” but this is not the 
language of nature. The poor heathen, in their blindness, ery every 
man unto his god when distreas comes upon them, and in the hour of 
deliverance, sing paeans to that imaginary Deity which has interposed for 
their relief. A marked, but very erroneous judgment, however, of di- 
vine interpositions, is not unfrequently noticed even among those obser- 
vant of the hand of God ; for in some, so direct is the divine agency that 
it is next to impossible for any but the most stupid to refrain from. gra- 
titude and praise ; while, in others, so much do they seem to be the re- 
sult of human foresight and prudence, and the vigor of man’s arm, and 
the perseverance of a spirit determined to conquer, that, with many, 
God’s agency is almost a nullity, and man has e glory; whereas, 
could we sift such deliverances to the bottom, we should often find that 
here there was most of the hand of God ; that here, in employing human 
instrumentality ; in bringing thousands who meant not so, to accomplish 
his purposes ; in making the wrath of man to. praise him, and restraining 
what would disturb the order of God’s government, there was present, far 
more than in all others, of his all-controlling wisdom and power. To 
which class of merciful providences the temperance reformation, of 
whose triumphs it is my purpose to speak, belongs, it is not necessary to 
determine ; as, it is presumed, there are none present who will not ac- 
cord with the language of the text: ‘“‘ Tux Lorp HATH DONE GREAT 
THINGS FOR US; WHEREOF WE ARE GLAD.” 

I am aware that when we speak of the evils of Intemperance, and of 
what has been accomplished in our own land, to say nothing of other 
lands, we are accused of exaggeration. This is not surprising. Indeed, 
how can men who have taken no of this vice, who look abroad 
upon society,and observe only its Ga exterior, its. outward order, its 
happy homes, its charities, its commerce, its arts, and its efficient govern- 
— see cause for that representation of intemperance which is so con- 
stantly rung in their ears? Man, free himself from trouble and basking 
in the sunshine of prosperity, can easily believe there is no sorrow to 
soothe, no evil to eradicate. The evils of intemperance cannot be exag- 
pepe Had they come upon us in any other way than through the de- 
usivye gratification of appetite or pecuniary gain, the land. would have 
been. covered with sackcloth. A blast, or a tempest, which for ten suc- 
cessive years should. sweep away fifty millions of property, would be 
viewed as the ruin of the nation. But intemperance costs us annually an 
hundred millions. A foul spirit let loose from the pit, with power to de- 
stroy the sober judgments of men, and excite to the commission of every 
abomination and crime ; or a dire disease sweeping over the land, not like 
the frightful cholera, extinguishing man’s life almost without warning, but 
first. crippling all the physical, intellectual and moral energies of five 
hundred thousand of our citizens, turning some into idiots, somo into .ma- 
niacs, and some into fiends to be the torment of their families, nuisances 
in society, accursed of God and man; living only to make a god of 
their belly ; and then dying amid the horrors of an anticipated hell, to 
enter on one where hope never comes, but torture without end, with shame 
and. everlasting contempt, would have caused us to feel that earth was 
forsaken of its kind benefactor and all the curses of the pit were let loose 
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upen us. And yet these, for years on years, have been the entailments of 
intemperance. Under its prevalence, crime has trod on crime and'lood 
touched blood. At a low calculation, in the last fifty years, as many 
million years of human on have, in this land, been cut off; 
than 1,500,000 persons have sunk into drunkards’ graves ; five thousand 
million dollars have been uselessly expended ; ten thousand murders, 
conflagrations and shipwrecks unnumbered, have been caused, and 
cession after procession has gone to the eerie the 
house, and the orphan’s home. In Great Britain it , from statis- 
tics published by the British Parliament, that while the annual exp 
for bread was 130,000,000 of dollars, the immediate cost of the liquor 
consumed was 250,000,000 ; resulting in an amount of squalid Cy: 
vice, profligacy, and crime, of which no mind but the mind of ean 
have ww conceptions, and sending sixty thousand human beings, in a 
land of the very brightest gospel light, to the drunkard’s grave and ‘the 
drunkard’s eternity. You ask of those who cause this evil, what intem- 
perance is, and you are told it is only a slight irregularity ; a little undue 
excitement of the nervous system, through a pleasant, though, 5a 
dangerous beverage; a habit of social life which had perb not 
be formed, but, being formed, must be indulged ; and all indicative of 
good rather than vicious and evil feelings, and to be pitied rather than 
condemned. No; No. That is not intemperance. That is the language 
of the father of lies. Intemperance is this broad stream of woe, and 
wounds, and madness, and deaths, bearing onward to eternal despair the 
brightest hopes and joys of earth ; inflicting its curse, not now and then, 
after interludes, like war, and famine, and pestilence ; but never : 
never softening; ever crying, give, give; consuming the world, and 
laughing at its ruins. No! Intemperance admits not of e . 
What worse can you say of a man, than to call him a drunkard? To say 
nothing of his physical condition, loathsome to a proverb, go over the 
whole catalogue of vices enumerated in the first chapter of Paul’s 
to the Romans, and find one, if you can, that does not belong to 
“filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness ; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, haters of 
God, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful.”” What curse 
this can come into a family? What evil like a drunken father 
drunken mother? What will so bring down a — gray 
with sorrow to the grave as a drunken son? And what will so 
out the light of truth, the light of heaven, and seal up the soul in 
right, as strong drink? The drunkard curses God, burns his Bible, and 
damns his own soul. Eternity, eternity alone, reveals his end! And yet, 
this plague of plagues; this fountain of blasphemy, poverty, and crime ; 
this poison corroding and destroying the life-blood of the nation, has been 
staunched till we have hope for ourselves and our children. About 
— ago, a war of extermination commenced against it. It was like 

vid with his sling and stone ; but, as we now see the giant in the con- 
vulsive agonies of death, we exclaim, What hath God t! We 
raise a song of thanksgiving and praise, saying: ‘“‘ The Lord done 
great things for us! The Lord hath done great things for us; whereof 
we are glad.” 

Before I speak of recent occurrences promising to be the crowning ele- 
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ment of our great enterprise, permit me to turn your thoughts back to one 
or two divine interpositions to which we owe much of what we enjoy. 
‘The firet-was, the awakening of the country to the existence and enor- 
mity of the evil, and leading men, who feared God and loved righteous- 
ness, to breast it, he the sacrifice what it might. 
dt has ever been one of the peculiarities of Intemperance that it sinks 
in Lethean slumbers. They who are the guilty cause, and they who 
the victims, alike feel that. they are innocent in the matter, and that 
ean be done ito remedy the evil. If it be an evil, it is an. evil of 
nt; and connected with so. much necessary to the well- 
man, that to attempt its eradication would be like the cut- 
ing off a diseased limb which should result in the death of the whole 
y.. Accordingly. in the early part of this century, intemperance sat, 
| one, well expressed it, as a great nightmare upon the breast of the na- 
»s There were horrid sufferings, but every limb was spell-bound. All 
moral power was broken. Men preferred their sufferings to any distarb- 
aneo of their delusion. They denied the extent of the evil, and made 
sport of every attempt at reformation. He who preached on temperance 
was not merely the song of the drunkard, but of his own church and of 
every moderate drinker throughout the land. The distillery and the 
brewery were the fair handmaids of agriculture, and the licensed traffic 
was the hope of the public treasury. The excise, it was believed, sup- 
ported the poor, and paid the expenses of the common jail and the luna- 
tie asylum. Neither the farmer could gather his harvest, nor the me- 
chanics endure his toil, nor the physician visit his patient, nor the minister 
leave his pulpit, nor. the traveller prosecute his journey, nor the mariner 
plough the deep, nor the slightest hospitality be shown, without the intoxi- 
cating cup. As well: might a man attack, or ridicule, or reason down the 
whole system of ‘respiration, as the use of intoxicating liquors. But 
there was a power higher than man. It was the mighty power of God. 
That awakened the eonscience ; that broke the delusive charm ; that ar- 
rayed before a suffering world the horrid demon ; that lifted up the veil 
that blinded the eyes of the nation, and caused them to start back af- 
frighted and lift up their hands to Heaven for deliverance. Never may it 
be forgotten, how, as the first pioneers of Temperance went forth, clad in 
the penoply of truth, there was a stirring among all the dry bones of the 
valley ;. bone came to his bone; life was infused where there was nothing 
but death and putrefaction, and the convicted and converted stood upon 
their feet an exceeding great army. In 1832, more than 4,000 temper- 
ance societies had been formed in the United States; more than 1,500,000 
ot abstained from the use of ardent spirits; 1,500 distilleries had 
stopped ; 4,000 merchants had abandoned the traffic, and 4,500 in- 
temperate men had abandoned their cups. It was hailed as one of the 
most wonderful and glorious triumphs of virtue over vice the world had 
witnessed; and it was even then felt, that, should the cause “prevail 
throughout the land, “ blessings, mighty as her rivers and exhaustless as 
the soil, would break forth upon the people, and flow down in ever grow- 
ing richness and variety to all future ages.” 
At ® subsequent period, another special and wonder-working interposi- 
tion of Divine Providence was seen in the sudden reformation of nearly 
all the inebriates throughout the nation. That rational, considerate and 
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religious men should listen to truth and flee from at a solemn 
warning ; that those who ascribed all hope of their-sal to-the great 
sacrifice on the cross, should be willing to make sacrifices for others, and 
resolve that they would “ neither eat , nor drink wine, nor any 
which caused a r to stumble,” may seem not 80 i 


i 

— and indifference, even in many branches of the Christian ’ 
awfully prevailed ; bat that besotted, scathed, peeled, blaspheming,'God- 

ing, brutalized men, whose God was their belly and who gloried in 
their shame, should by thousands on thousands, in all of the land, 
awake to a sense of their awful condition, burst the that bound 
them, trample their appetite and all temptation in the dust, and stand 
forth, reformed from all that which made them so peculiarly odious and 
vile in the community, was what none could look for in this world of sin 
and partial retribution. And yet it wasto be) And when mew beheld 
it, they exclaimed, “‘ With men it is impossible, but not with God, for 
with God all things are possible.” A miracle it was not ; for it*oceurred 
in the course of God’s providence and as the result of adapted means. 
For fifteen years an amount of information of which we have little con- 
ception, on the evil nature of intoxicating drinks and the doom of the 
drunkard, had been spread abroad. Thousands and even millions of sober 
men had abjured the cup. Deep anxiety had settled down on the minds 
and hearts of broken-hearted wives and parents for drunken husbands and 
drunken sons; and prayer unceasing was offered that they might in some 
way be redeemed and saved. The crisis had come. It was to be; and it 
was to be through the instrumentality of God’s truth, that God should have 
the glory. Four of the six inebriates with whom it commenced went to 
the house of God to hear one who, in God’s name, was to expose the sin 
of drunkenness and the drunkard’s doom. They were pricked in their 
heart. On their return, the jeers of the bar-room had lost their power. 
They signed a pledge, and commenced the work of reclaiming every ine- 
briate in the land. Some jeered ; others mocked ; but many went from their 
meetings to pray. The conscience of the reclaimed wretch gave God the 
praise. ‘It was God,” said one, “who saved me: he broke the chains 
that bound body and soul ; he enabled me to stand up in my manliness 
and be free; my poor heart is full ; I am almost blind with the tear in 
my eye ; I brush’it away to say, ‘Glory to God in the highest.” And if, 
of the half million of lost men, who, in that great work, of 1840-41, 
were reclaimed, a no inconsiderable number went back like the to his 
vomit, it derogated nothing from the operation as the w 
dence of God and the. power of sympathy and truth. It only illustrated 
the debased and unfeeling condition of society which should let them go 
back ; the horrid evil of the traffic, licensed in our midst; and, above 
all, the folly, then most signally manifest, of relying upon humanity and 
the str of man’s resolution without help from above or devotedness 
to the divine service. But it was a wonderfal work, for which thousands 
of families, relieved and redeemed, exclaimed, “‘The Lord hath done 
great things for us; whereof we are glad.” 

Passing by namerous other divine interpositions in this great work of 
reform—for I believe the hand of God has been in it from its commence- 
ment, though many things may have occurred which could not be 
approved by his omniscient eye, 1 come to those more recent occurrences 
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which are now so extensively filling the hearts of the friends of God and 
man with joy and praise. : 


less, a world bent on luxury and sin,'resist at all times a temptation 

presented in the most forms ; and keep under an appetite, satisfied, 

at any moment, witbout or effort? It was The earl 

legislators of the land said, the temptation should be regulated; a limit 

should be put to its power ; a character should be required, to wield so 

terrific a emerge el bee evil ensued, it should be 
* Out 


which would quiet christian states and nations, while 30 and 60,000 
victims of the cup, year after year, in successive generations, went down 
to the pit. Excise officers gloated in the price of blood ; and the vender 
over the dead bodies of his slain, wiped his mouth and said, I have done 
only what, by the law of the land, I was warranted in doing.”” But many 
of the pioneers in reform saw the delusion, and demanded in its stead a 
_—- entire prohibition of the traffic in ardent spirits as a bev ; 
were men of thought, men of prayer, men of self-denial, men who 

were not to be turned aside from duty by the cry, “‘ By this craft we have 
ae those who were rioting in blood. 
j distinguished author of the Reports of the American Temperance 
Society, Dr, Justin. Edwards, in 1834, ‘*The point to be decided, to be 
decided by legislators of these. United States for all: coming posterit , for 
the world, and for eternity, is, Shall the sale of ardent spi emer sore 
be treated, in legislation, as a virtue or a vice? Shall it be licensed, sanc- 
tioned by jaw and perpetuated to roll its all pervadirig curses onward 
interminably ; or hall it be treated, as it is in truth,a sin? And if 
there shall in future be men base enough to continue to commit it, shall 
the community, in self-defence, by wise and wholesome legislation, shield 
themselves from its evils?’ Said a Committee of the Legislature of the 
State of Maine, in 1837, seventeen years ago, after presenting a masterly 
Report in favor of a prohibitory law, “ Your Committee are not only of 
inion that the law ering the right to sell ardent spirits should be repeal- 

, but that a law should be passed to prohibit the traffic in them, except 


so far as the arts or the practice of medicine is concerned. Such a law 


is required for the same reason that we make a law against the sale of 
unwholesome meats, or a law for the removal of any nuisanec.” In 1838, 
numerous petitioners in Ohio to the Legislature of that State said : 
‘“¢ Among the scourges which have desolated and are now afflicting our 
country, no one can be named which bears rivalship with intoxicating 
liquors. We implore your aid to protect us against this destroyer of our 

















THE TRIUMPHS OF TEMPERANCE. 35. 


species, this common enemy of the human race. It was to extend pro- 


tection like this, that t was established.” In the same a 
Committee of the of Massachusetts reported a bill 

the entire sale of all liquor as a “ because the 

manded it.” And » Committee of the. Legi of New York reported 
that, ‘To prohibit the traffic in ardent spirits, as a beverage, was as 
necessary a8 to prevent gambling, brothels, and other 
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our countrymen have the courage, the.constancy, and the energy to carry 
it into complete execution. The remed is, to attack the evil at ite foun- 
dation. The practice of retailing alcoholic li for medical 


purposes and to promote the arts, must be not only forbi law, but 
completely denounced by public sentiment.” And in the same winter, 
1,354 citizens of Michigan presented a memorial to their Senate and 
House in which they prayed, that “ all license laws be repealed, and that 
the sale of intoxicating liquors as = beverage, be prohibited by 
statute.” In 1840, a Convention in Massachusetts having 1,480 mem 
unanimously resolved, ‘“‘ That, until the laws of the State concerning 
sale of intoxicating liquors are fully and firmly established the basis 
of prohibition, like the other penal and criminal laws of the Common- 
wealth, it is, in our opinion, the-duty of temperance men to vote only for 
those Setnvescanniiinies for legislative and executive who are 
known and inflexible friends of such a course of legislation.”” ‘ And 
never,”’ said the Wisconsin Territorial Society, in an appeal the seme 
year to the inhabitants of the territory, ‘* never was there a nobler incen- 
tive to action, than is presented to us to erush at once this demon 
human happiness, Not the laurels of the eror on the battle-field, 
nor the purpose of the crusader to rescue: the holy city from the tread 
infidel feet, are half so fitting the commendations of this 
— foe of intemperance, and seeks to drive it from 
soil.” 
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Thus, fourteen and even seventeen years ago, the minds of -men in 
several of the States were fastened upon entire prohibition, as the 
yon a sary Terk wp intemperance. And had it ripened and become 
oes of action, Oh, what a tide of blessedness would have 
d! oy at that moment, the great Washingtonian 
ror of whic I have spoken, arose. It was a Oghty-whirkeind of 
for the reaps love for the drunkard maker ; 
for the distiller and It discarded all law, It would: reform: the 
at by gare Medbenn::. ‘The hardened vender pistes we 
hated the woe, the curse, the fine, the 
nab bnendte pestis. Only lot him alone and deal kindly with 
he would abandon his business as soon as convenient. Then rad oeada 
took the throne to. do its own work, and the work of another; first to 
persuade men to do that which it was spenind Sete & 
Te se eg eho was wrong and to be punished 
Low judges.. Here was its great error, and the y Sees of its failure. 
‘aul said, ‘“‘ All things are lawful; but all things. are not expedient. 
One man esteemeth one day above another ; another esteemeth every day 
alike. Let us follow after which make for peace, and 
whereby one may edify another. Hor meat destroy not the work of 
It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby 
thy brother stumbleth or is offended or is made weak.” Here was room 
and work for moral suasion. But when God said, “ Thou shalt not com- 
mit adultery. Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not steal. Thou shalt 
not bear witness, Thou shalt not covet,” here was law with. penal- 
ty. The apostle said, ‘I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and — 
unto God, whieh is your reasonable service.” It was es 
effective moral suasion. But when the reformed men to the liquor 
seller, ‘‘ We beseech you not to kill; “‘ We beseech you not to steal ;” 
“‘ We beseech you not to covet,” what did he care for them or their sup- 
plications? "His mouth was full of deceit and fraud ; under his tongue 
was mischief and vanity. He still sat in the lurking "places of the vil- 
in the secret places did he murder the innocent ; his eyes wore 
privily set against the poor. He did lie in wait to catch the poor ; he 
did eatch the oe when he drew him in his net. He did crouch and 
humble himself that the poor might fall by his strong ones.”” They did 
fall, Washingtonianism did go down before the accursed traffic, legalized 
in all the land. se os Ses i be ee _— was ten ee 
before we and lost, and the people came to con- 
clasion that. all license Sots were & iralllapecdign, a curse—le 
that as right which was a great moral wreng—and filling the land 
lamentation and woe ; and, therefore, that we must have a ao 
law in every State in the Union. In 1851 , Maine, the Drrico State, took 
the lead. Under a faithful servant of the State, in the wonder-working 
providence of God, she extended the broad shield of protection over her 
children. By one ‘bold act she expelled the traffic from all her towns 
and villages, and became a vast and blessed asylum for the inebriate. 
The r territory of Minnesota followed. Then, the State of Rhode 
idea ec Me, Massachusetts. Then, Vermont. Then, Michigan. And 
now we have the high gratification of seeing near two-thirds of the eleetors 
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of the State of New York standing forth in favor of a prohibitory law ; 
an individual placed in the Gubernatorial chair, who has long ‘been the 
able supporter of its principles ; and a Legislature to whom in confidence 
we can commit its great interests. Not a State has retracted from the 
high stand it has taken ; while in other States the leaven of reform is 
joes working. Indiana and Illinois are ready for prohibition. 
will Ben lvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Texas, be slow to 
follow. The North will give up and the South keep not back ; and men 
in other countries are already hailing and welcoming this as one of those 
great moral revolutions which occur, under God, in the course of ages, 
to root out sin and sorrow, and usher in millennial glories. 
Consider three things ; and, without caviling at its novelty and fresh- 
ness, or the imperfection of its operations, acknowledged to be great, you 
will unite in saying, roe Lord HATH DONE GREAT THINGS FOR US. 


I. This new system of legislation is most sustT 1n 1Ts Basts. Protection 
is the birthright of man, It is the object and end of civil government. 
It is the ordinanee of Heaven. Man has no right to injure his fellow 
man. Living alone in a state of nature, he may do what may never be 

itted im a social condition. If any law gives him permission to take 
is neighbor’s property without an equivalent, to undermine the health 
and destroy the lives of hundreds around him, to tax the community for 
his own gains, to make widows and orphans by thousands, and scar the 
land with murdered victims, that law should be overthrown and protection 
be given. If constitutions authorize it, constitutions must be overthrown. 
But no constitution is at fault in this matter. ‘‘If any State,” says the 
able Chief Justice of the United States, ‘* deems the retail and internal 
traffit in ardent spirits mjurious to its citizens, I see nothing in the con- 
stitution to prevent it from regulating and restraining the traffic, or pro- 
hibiting it altogether.” If the seizure and destruction of liquors kept on 
sale be ordered as a nuisance and disturbance to the best interests of the 
community, it is in perfect accordance with long established municipal 
regulations. ‘‘ The safety of the people,” says a side Judge of the same 
high court (Grier), “is the supreme law. The exigencie8 of the social 
compact require that such laws (laws for the protection of life and liber- 
ty) be executed before and above all others. It is for this reason that 
quarantine laws, which protect public health, compel mere commercial 
regulations to submit to their control. They seize the infected cargo and 
cast it overboard.”” Thus the way has been prepared for our advance. 


II. Ir 18 tN" PERFECT CONFORMITY TO EVERY PRINCIPLE or Gop’s mo- 
RAL GOVERNMENT. When and where has God licensed men to do evil ? 
When and where, to oppress, and deceive, harden, and destroy? The 
times of men’s ignorance, when they once worshipped the host of heaven, 
God indeed winked at; servitude of man to man he regulated by law, 
but always for its ultimate destruction ; but he said peremptorily, “ Taov 
SHALT NoT KILL ;” and if the ox, which was wont to push with his horn, 
was suffered to be abroad to the destruction of human life, the owner was 
held responsible and put to death. Like the law of God, the legislation 
in which we are rejoicing, makes no compromise with evil. It licenses 
no man to sell the intoxicating cup, and make a drunkard of his fellow 
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man. It warrants no individual in spreading snares and for his 
weak neighbor, and enticing him in the path of ruin. It permits no man 
to take his neighbor’s money and give him strong drink in return, to be a 
curse to his wife and children. [It fills up, by authority, no jails or 
poor houses with miserable tenants to be supported by the sober; and 
desecrates ne Sabbath by a trade which drives man to the regions of 
despair. Like that law, it is a law of perfect reciprocity, requiring us to 
do unto others as they should do unto us. License seg me which 
we have long lived, or rather groaned and died, have authorized men to 
do that to others which, for worlds, they would not receive in return. 
If all the victims of strong drink, with their suffering wives and children, 
dragging out their lives in jails and poor-houses and insane asylums, could 
be gathered in one dread array before the hosts of distillers and venders, 
and, for one hour, inflict upon them the pangs which they suffer for 
years ; or, still more, if there was, day by day, “an eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth,’ there would soon be an end to their cruel traffic. Like 
the law of God, too, it lays the axe at the root of the tree, and cuts it 
down. When idolatry had become an unendurable evil, it was not to be 
regulated, but extinguished. Every grove was to be cut down; every 
altar to be overturned; every image broken and turned to dust to be 
strewed upon the graves of those that had sacrificed unto them. And 
when the books of those who taught the curious arts of divination were 
brought forth and laid at the apostle’s feet, they were to be burned, 
though their value was 50,000 pieces of silver. Here is solid basis for 
thanksgiving and praise, when human laws, rising above selfishness and 
mad ambition and cruelty to the weak, conform, if it be only in their 
negative character, to God’s law. But— 
° " * 
III. This legislation which we hail with so much joy, is most MERCIFUL 
and BLEssep in all its operations. It shuts up the sluices which have so 
long deluged the land with a sea of fire. It takes the great dragon, the 
enemy of all that is blessed on earth and in heaven, and binds him in 
chains that he shall deceive no more. Vice, crime, disgusting inebria- 
tion, besotted’ manhood, domestic poverty, domestic cruelty, wounds, 
madness, deaths, flee before it, and give place to peace, order, sobriety, 
plenty, love and joy. ‘‘ Instead of the thorn, comes up the fir tree ; in- 
stead of the brier, the myrtle tree.” “ Peace is as a river, and righteous- 
ness a8 the waves of the sea.” Says an intelligent gentleman in a neigh- 
boring State (Vermont), where the change has been made, and the 
prohibitory law is in force, ‘‘ Ten thousand streams of woe have been dried 
at their fountains ; pauperism in many localities has been most suprising- 
ly diminished ; gross inebriety, if witnessed at all, excites astonishment.”’ 
‘¢ Before the passage of the law,” says a respectable gentleman of the 
State of Maine, “ our towns were groaning under the weight of taxes 
caused by enormous pauper bills, brought upon them, in three cases out of 
four, by persons who had become miserable in the use of intoxicating 
drinks. Our jails were filled ; quarrelling and fighting were so common 
in our streets as to excite but little attention. Now, quarrelling and fight- 
ing have ceased. Our young men are becoming soldiers in the temperance 
army. Distressed families are relieved. Many a poor woman has come 
to me and entreated me (for he was a magistrate) to continue to enforce 
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the law as the salvation of herself and household.”? And another, the 
distinguished author of the Maine law, and for a year Mayor of Portland, 
declares, “ Thousands of families now live in comfort, who formerly found 
@ precarious and scanty subsistence, or depended on private charity, or 
upon the almshouse for support. The drinking man, reformed by the 
removal of temptation, and restored to his right mind, no longer on the 
Sabbath seeks the beer shop (there is no beer shop), but he turns’ his 
steps, with his wife and children, to the house of God; and the children, 
formerly ragged and neglected, are now constant attendants on the Sab- 
bath wi be, Two millions of property, worse than wasted, are now saved 
to the State, to be expended on all that adorns and blesses man.” 
Governor Dutton of Connecticut, a State where the law is receiving its 
most happy fulfilment, ‘‘ I hazard nothing in saying, that no candid enemy 
of the law will deny that it has proved more efficient than its most san- 
- friends anticipated. It has completely swept the pernicious traffic 
the State. An open groggery cannot be found. I have not seen a 
drunkard in the streets since the first of August. In our cities and manu- 
facturing villages, streets that were formerly constantly disturbed by 
drunken brawls, are now quict as any other. The statistics of our courts 
and prisons prove that criminal prosecutions are rapidly diminishing in 
number. Some jails are almost tenantless. There are hundreds, I have 
no doubt, thousands of families, who are, in this inclement weather, well 
supplied’with comforts, who, but for our law, would be destitute. The 
general effect is a sober, calm, quiet air of security, eee the whole 
community, which it is delightful to behold and enjoy.” Blessed tri- 
umphs! But to see their complete value, we must go into the families 
but recently scathed and peeled, and hear the relieved wife and mother 
speak. Says one, ‘“¢ My heart is running over with very happiness, and 
my soul goeth forth in praise toward him who hath blessed me and all the 
State with me. Blessed be God for the Maine law! My husband—be 
still my heart while I tell the glad tidings—he who has so often returned 
to me, with, in place of his own kind heart, the rum-fiend, and has been 
so ‘harsh, so cruel, is himself! And now he is kind and affectionate ; we 
have all we desire, and happiness, full, complete, is all our own. A 
let me say, ‘ Blessings on the Maine law, the true friend of the poor.’ ” 
Aye; we must go into the inner chambers of the immortal man, and sec 
the spiritual disenthralled ; the deceiver cast out; the mind, bursting © 
from its sensuality. and looking up to God, its maker ; the Sabbath peace- 
ful ; our Sunday grog-shops closed, even in our largest cities, through 
. indirect influences where the law has not yet been made ; and the churches 
and the ministry casting their eyes peacefully and joyfully over spots 
where Satan’s seat was, and where. they were the song of the drunkard, 
now cleared of the abomination of desolation. But all we hear and see 
is but the embryo of what is to be. Let this system of legislation pre- 
vail in this State, and all the States of the Union, (and who can doubt 
but it will ?) and what an amount of physical suffering will be saved ! 
what moral evils! what blasphemics! what Sabbath breaking! what li- 
centiousness! what hatred, murder, revenge, disruptions of family ties 
and family peace! what distressing casualties on the land and the sea! 
What a saving would there be of property and health and life! what 
prolongation of human days! what removals of obstructions to the 








40) THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


®Pread and reception of the Gospel at home and among the poor heathen 
*FOund the globe! All is too much for the mind to grasp. But, as we 
behold the | sal flee before the day, and know and rejoice in the con- 
trast, so would it be here. Our land would scarce be recognized as the 
land in which we have dwelt. A new nation would be born, and all the 
tribes of the earth would come to witness the wondrous spectacle. 

With a few remarks we close. 

And, first. How high the hope raised by these things for our country 
and race! If the iest foe to human progress and to all that secures 
human happiness, sustained by combinations of wealth, and luxury, and 
brutal appetite, and law, can thus be arrested and turned back, under God, 
by the power of a rectified public sentiment, surely we need not despair of 
a far higher state of human society than we have ever witnessed! And 
how high the hope raised too for the Church! Those ~— days prom- 
ised by seers and prophets, when holiness to the Lord shall be written 
upon all employments, are not all imaginary days. God’s law shall yet 
be the model of all human laws, and men shall everywhere see the bless- 
edness of obedience, and kings shall be nursing fathers and queens nurs- 
ing mothers to the Church, and there shall be nothing to hurt or destroy 
in all the holy mountain. 

Second. e pity the men who have no sympathy in the work now re- 
ceiving such glorious triumphs. Not men who find their gains threatened 
by all these movements, and cry out to save themselves, ‘‘ Those that 
have turned the world upside down have come hither also.” Not men 
who “ drink wine in bowls,” and care not for the afflictions and sorrows 
of a suffering world. All such we expect will rail, and revile, and 
abuse, and destroy. What care they for the relief of the miserable, or 
saving souls from death? But there have, from the beginning, been men 
professing philanthropy, patriotism and godliness, who have not merely 
stood aloof, but have hindered and opposed us in our onward progress ; 
always crying out sullenly, ‘“‘Too rast anD Too FAR,” and mapifest- 
ing anything but a spirit of joy, as our laborers have come home, bring- 
ing their sheaves with them. Such now begin to find themselves in deep 
waters. These recent triumphs of temperance begin to trouble them. 
To resist all this light is more than they can well do. Deny the facts 
they cannot and they dare not. “It will be a short career,” is all they 
- say. But would they dare rejoice in its overthrow? Will they even 

dare aid its overthrow by expressions of unbelief in its verity or continu- 
ance? Qh! it will roll onward in all its glory and blessedness, and the 
shall see its future triumphs—triumphs enough to cause heaven and 
to ring with acclamations of joy and gladness, but they shall not taste’ 
them. It is these we pity. They would do good; they see this work, 
but are not of it. Dead, heartless conservatism has sealed up all their 
souls. How tremendous the day when they must appear before Him who 
has said, “‘ To him that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, it is sin,” 
and the enquiry shall be made, Why, when I engaged in subduing one of 
the greatest foes of God and man, and rescuing thousands from the pit, 
why did you not come to the help? Why did you not consecrate to it 

our time and wealth and influence? Why did you not shout for joy in 


its final triumph ? May God save them from the doom of the unprofita- 
ble servant. 
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Third. An immediate, prompt, and hearty co-operation in the further 
advance and triumphs of a tl unmistakable duty of all. . 

Our work is not finished. We knowit. We need not be taunted of it 
by our enemies. But wo are grateful for progress. We rejoice in what 
our eyes see and what our ears hear ; and from this we have hope and re- 
qiy for the future. Going before us in mercy, God bids us follow 
after ; the more He has done for us, the more we must do for Him. 
This is God’s work. The man who denies it is an Atheist, It isa war 
between God and Satan; heaven and hell; the spirit of light and the 

irit of darkness, It is a work in which there can be no 

that is not for it, is against it. It is a work in which there is a hea 
individual responsibility, and every man must bear his own burden. No 
man can say, “‘ The extirpation of intemperance belongs not to me; I 
make no professions of temperance ; I belong to no temperance society. 
I have other duties to perform.” Every one is a member of the great 
mily of man, and every one is bound to help and relieve his suffering fel- 
low man, Every parent and every aioe neighbor and every 
friend—every magistrate and every teacher—every voter and every legis- 
lator, hasa daty here. On those especially who make and execute our laws 
rests, to-day, a peculiar responsibility. Whatever may have been 
thought in former days of its necessity or propriety, to-day, in the provi- 
dence of God, it is brought to their doors. The people, the true sover- 
eigns of the land, delegating them to act in their behalf, have risen in 
their majesty and strength, and demanded action, prompt and effica- 
cious. They may be indifferent themselves—they may be cold-hearted 
politicians—they may even be corrupted by the bribes of those who fatten 
on the miseries of an outraged community, and may roll it back upon 
the people ; but the people will rise in their majesty and roll it back upon 
them till the waves of a tremendous indignation shall sweep them from 
their seats, and leave the work to be accomplished by others. God will 
hold them responsible ; and the tears of the oppressed, the widow’s ery 
and the orphan’s wail shall go up a memorial against them. Who for 
paltry pelf, or the world’s applause, would incur theirdoom? Thanks be 
to God that our law-makers are so readily advancing to the work, and 
causing the blessing of future generations to come upon them ; and that 
none have been found in a single Legislature retracing their steps. 

The Church, too, must feel her responsibility in the matter. What is 
she, with her ministry, but God’s great reforming power in the earth ? 
Let her hold back and sustain the distillery, and the brewery, and the 
dram-shop, and what will she be but the scoff of the ungodly, the ver 
loathing of Christ! And yet,are there not pulpits in the land in which this 
great work of reform is never mentioned ? e there not ministers and 
communicants who eat calves out of the stall and drink wine in bowls, 
and say, ‘“‘ No Maine Law for us?” OQ tell it notin Gath! Humbled be 
the church that contains in her bosom such inconsistent members. Oh 
when there is such advance in every department of human industry— 
when science is penetrating the most distant heavens, and art is doing all 
human work, and the ocean bows beneath man’s sway, and the lightning 
is made his messenger—the churches cannot and will not be backward in 
advancing the triumphs of their great oe These victories are his vie- 

ter 


tories. These conquests, rolling in one after another, will speedily bring 
the earth to his feet. 


. 
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Men of wealth too have their responsibility in this matter. ‘These tri- 
umphs of humanity are not carried forward without pecuniary means. 
Men of talent and influence must be sustained while devoted to the expo- 
sure of the enormous evil and the exhibition of truth. The press, with 
it# vast power, must be brought to bear upon the vices and follies and all 
the delusive arts of a wicked world. And to our men of wealth, we 
jeatly look for the ability we need. They generously build alms-houses 
for the needy, and hospita's for the insane. Jails of immense magnitude 
are erected at their expense for burglars, man-slayers, and murderers. 
But often, how misplaced their charities! how futile their plans to relieve 
and protect communities! A little thus expended, given to make and 
sustain humane and righteous laws, would almost save the remainder. And 
how blessed to the poor! What a relief to thousands of suffering in our 
cities in these times of pressure and want, would the closing of every grog 
shop be! In the habitations of our working men, now wasting their 
earnings upon intoxicating drink, there would be bread enough and to sparc. 
Our ten thousand beer-houses and grog-shops now fatten on the miseries of 
the poor. Let the rich make the paltry sacrifice required, and aid in this 
glorious reform, and they will indeed become fathers to the poor and hear 
no more ery for bread, And as we advance to this new system of legis- 
lation, every magistrate and every citizen is bound to aid in sustaining 
it. Law is of no value unless it is enforced. To suffer it to lie dead on 
the statute book, is to give vice its freedom, and sin and suffering a tri- 
umph. Fear of reproach and suffering may deter many from duty; but 
the little finger of a broken and neglected law, will be stronger than all 
the sufferings and expense and toil of duty done, and law maintained. 
Woe, woe to the man who stands afar off and sees the wicked triumph ! 

And we need, and feel for a certainty we shall have the aid of woman. 
Among the thousand blessed influences which have been exerted under the 
eivilizing influences of Christianity to redeem woman from humiliation, 
disgrace, and suffering, what will be found to have a higher place than 
this very legislation in which we are rejoicing ? Nothing. Nothing. 
Thousands and thousands of suffering wives and daughters will here wipe 
tears from their eyes, and praise God for the relief afforded. Come, 
then, ye daughters of America, come and cast in your lot with us, and in 
every sphere in which you can exert an influence, let it be for this blessed 
enterprise. 

We conclude with one prayer: Lord! give us thankfal hearts for the 
past ; and then, for the future, we cry, Lord! give us faith. 

“¢ Sir,” said a clergyman of high standing and influence in Connecticut, 
to us once, “ Do you believe we shall ever get the Maine Law in this 
State?” ‘ Yes,” we replied. ‘* Well, I do not,” said he; ‘* I have no 
faith at all in it.”’ ‘* Then, sir,”” we answered, ‘if you fail of it, it will 
be because of your unbelief. It is unbelief that is the curse of the 
Church, and that keeps the world in the chains of Satan. While you 
have no faith, you can neither pray nor preach effectually for earth’s de- 
liverance.” Oh! it is faith that is the root of all activity. Unbelief 
will never put the band on the wheel that sets the whole machinery of life 
in motion, . They believe; and therefore every husbandman im his field, 
every mechanic in his shop, every mariner on the ocean, every merchant 
in his counting-room, every professional man in his practice, press their 
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operations and reap their harvests. What if there are obstacles to the 
further prosecution of our enterprise? What if engtom, and appetite 
and interest, and’ political wire-pullers, and cold-héarted christians, an 
the rich in their voluptuousness, and the poor in their de tion, are 
against us? What if to defend themselves from us and fill us with ter- 
ror, the ten thousand distillers, brewers, and venders in our land wreathe 
themselves together like the wriggling pyramids of snakes in the swamps 
of Guiana—where, we are told, thousands and thousands in self-defence 
are sometimes seen “ rolling ged on each other in one tremulous mass 
of writhings, with a thick array of heads thrust out upon every side, with 
fiery eyes, and venomous darts, and horrible hissings; the cold, ¢ y 
saliva issuing from their fangs ;”—or what if the wealth of thé State 
all displayed as too costly to be sacrificed to our fanaticism ;\ and 
all the ruin which must come upon families unnumbered, now faring 
sumptuously every day, is portrayed on the wall by a master hand; ' there 
is power in God, power in truth, power in humanity to sweep them al] 
away. If we have faith as a grain of mustard , we may my ta 
these mountains, ‘“‘ Be ye cast into the sea, and it shall be done ;’” faith, 
that virtue shall triumph over vice, humanity over oppression, liberty 
over tyranny, and God over all that blots his image from creation. 

But amid the triumphs which we witness and for which we once and 
again lift up our hearts in gratitude to God, who now doubts our suc 
cess? Who now feels otherwise in his heart, than that, sooner or later, 
the law of entire prohibition is to be the law of every State in the Union, 
Who would not start back affrighted and in horror at the thought that 
the Maine Law was now to be repealed, and that all these States were to 
roll back to their former condition of drunken misery? Men may swag- 
ger in the grog-shop, and rail and abuse in the political meeting, but 
there is not a man “ dare go into his closet, and on his bended 
with thought of wife, and children, and judgment to come, pray. that it 
may be so. If then our yery enemies yield to our claims, why should we 
falter? Why hesitate a moment to lay the axe at the root of the tree 
and hew it down, and cast it into the fire? Lord! we say, give us faith ; 
faith in the justice and goodness of our cause ; faith in the power and 
aid of thine overruling providence to carry it forward and bring it to per- 
fection ; faith that it will triumph in all the carth. If there must yet 
longer be delay, and drunkenness with all its concomitant evils must 
prevail, and procession after procession, for some mysterious end, still 
march on to the drunkard’s grave, ours be exemption from guilt in the 
matter, But there cannot—there will not. Every indication of Provi- 
dence tells us ‘‘ the good time is coming.” This tremendous power for 
evil, through which we have so grievously suffered, is to be overthrown ; 
and. as one State after another outlaws and puts a chain upon the 
dragon that it shall deceive no more, we will come forth with so 
and praises to Him who is God over all, blessed forever ; and when 't 
good time has come that this traffic shall cease among men, and the last 
drunkard shall have been made, and the last family been scathed, and the 
last soul been destroyed by this foul fiend, then shall earth rise in one 
glad anthem of praise from every mountain and valley ; and every nation 
and sll the islands of the ses, repeat the glad Amen, and Amen, God 
grant that we may do our duty, and all be saved in the great salvation. 
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SERMON DCXLIII. 


BY REV, WILLIAM WARREN. 


UPTON, MASS. 





RELIGIOUS PROGRESS: THE BLADE, THE EAR, THE FULL CORN. 
“ Fitet the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” —Manx 1v. 28, 


We have here a favorite and forcible method of Gospel teaching—the 
use of the parable. By a well known law of vegetation, the "cast 
inte the ground presents to the eye, first, the blade, or spire. A new 
form now appears, resulting from, and yet differing from, the natural soil 
and seed. It has broken the ground, and shows itself to the sun and the 
air. But this is not the fruit, nor the ear. A new development is looked 
for ; nor is the husbandman disappointed. In due time there is the un- 
folding of another form of the grain—the ear. This looks towards the 
harvest. It is in accordance with the great law of vegetable development. 
There is natural progress here. The blade has come to serve a new pur- 
pose. It stands and grows, not for itself now, but for the ear, to nourish 
and ripen it. But this is not the end of the sowing. The ear itself has 
no essential value, till it comes to be clothed with the full corn in the 
ear, ready for the sickle and the garner. The soil is for the seed, the 
seed for the blade, the blade for the ear, the ear for the corn, and all for 
man, and for God. The one is developed into the other. There is a 
nataral growth and progress here, which forcibly illustrate the things of 
reli and another life. The Saviour presents this beautiful sitmile to 
exhibit the necessity of progress in the spirituul world. There is an 
analogy between what we see in the field of grain, and what takes place 
in the spiritual life. In both, progress and maturity are looked for. 
Religion has its origin, not veg | a its eras, its growth and perfection. 
The same great law underlies this subject, that pertains to natural things. 
There must be progress in order to perfection. Life cannot long remain 
stationary, whether it be natural or spiritual. When grace ceases to 
grow, it begins to languish. Should we not be surprised to find that the 

in did not pass beyond the blade form? That it failed to bring forth 
the ear and the full corn in the ear? Should we not marvel to see that 
the babe in the mother’s arms made no progress, did not grow, that year 
after year passed away without any development of size, or strength, or 
reason? We should suspect that there was some lurking disease, or 
natural cause in the system. And ought we not to marvel, yea tremble, 
to find that our religious lif is making no progress, is coming to no new 
developments, that there is no growth, nor fruit, nor signs of maturity ? 

The subject to which your prayerful attention is to-day, is the 
duty of reconsecrating yourselves to Christ ; of leaving the things that 
belong to the infancy and childhood of faith, and entering upon a vigor- 
ous christian manhood. We need as a christian people a new life, a new 
birth and baptism, a new and entire consecration to Christ. We nieed 
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not only to do our first works, and return to oar first love, but to go for- 
ward to greater works and sacrifices than our first, and exercise. 
and purer affection for Christ than we ever felt. And as I Sroceedl to 
enforce this subject, I would— ; 

I. Appeal to the Scriptures, to the law and the testimony. The oracles 
of God are not silent on this subject. I refer, first, to those in 
the Prophets and the Psalms that rebuke the backslidden, and appeal in 
startling tones to the disobedient and the halting. Return unto me, saith 
God, and I will return unto you. Wash you, make you clean. Though 
ey gee nae shall be as white as snow. , Though. the 
red lif crimson, they be as wool. Ezekiel and the minor prophets 
utter themselves in words of terror to the disobedient and the wavering. 
Again, all those texts that refer to the kingdom of heaven as progressive, 
under the parable of the mustard-seed, or the leaven, or the rising ligh 
that shineth more and more unto the perfect day, go to illustrate 
confirm this duty. Those Scriptures, too, that speak of religion as'a race, 
or @ struggle or a warfare, are in point here. Those, too, that 
growth in grace, and exertion in spiritual things, the addition of one ex- 
cellence and attainment to another, and the abounding in spiritual traits 
and fruits, set forth this duty in a very clear light. And then all those 
Scriptures that require us to leave first principles, to cease to be babes in 
Christ, and go forward to perfection, set forth very plainly the great duty 
of Christian growth. The word of God is full of warning ool tarts 
appeals to the lukewarm and worldly professor ; and full of exhortations 
and encouragements to progress in the spiritual life. 

II. It is a most rea. service to which I now exhort you. It is one 
that falls in with the nature of things ; yea, with every law that regulates 
the natural and spiritual world. ‘ As ye have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk ye in him.” But how did the Corinthians, how did we 
receive Christ at first? By repentance, by consecration, by throwing 
ourselves upon him and trusting him in all his offices? It was by strong 
resolutions and vows and pledges, most sacredly made and held. To 
walk in him, therefore, is to continue in these and similar exercises to the 
end. It is to bear to the hill-top the cross we first took up. It is to 
carry out unto death the sacrifices we first pledged ; and to let these first 
spiritual exercises be deepened and strengthened and developed to a full 
maturity. Conversion is but the first step of the Christian’s p 
Religion is only the repetition of these first steps, by which we are to gain 
new fields and heights of glory. The faith we first felt is to be strength- 
ened and heightened into vision. Our first repentance and humility are 
to be deepened, until we are lost to sin, and self, and earth. So of hope, 
and love, and joy; these are to become more and more serene, yd nes 

_and celestial, as years pass on. There is no reason why these ¢ 
experiences should stop at the new birth, and not make new and 
developments to the end. Is not their fulness as desirable as their com 
mencement ? Is not completeness of christian character as necessary, 
and as much enjoined in Scripture, as the possession of christian character 
at all? Is not heaven as really conditioned on the fulness and i 
of christian experience and character as on the existence of such experi- 
ence and character in the first case? How readest thou? Are we not 
as really under a vi of infatuation, to hope for eternal life, without a 
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growth and ripening of Christian character, as we are to hope for heaven 
without any religious experience whatever ? Se ne 
8 pre in the Bible, for the faltering, stationary, worldly professor of 
religion. The encouragements of Scripture are to the earnest, the stead- 
fast, and obedient,—who gird on the whole armor—who run the whole 
race—who fight the battles through—who, leaving the infancy of faith, 

forward to manhood. How can we gain the goal, if we do not pant 
for the prize? It is the nature of true religion to perpetuate and propa- 
gate itself. A little desires more. If we possess true piety, we shall 
seek to increase and abound in the possession of it more and m the 
an nor shall we ever be satisfied till we come to possess the 

it. ' 

It is so with earthly things. ° It is of the nature of knowledge to beget 
the desire for more knowledge, and the increase only produces intenser 
desires for higher and vaster attainments. So of happiness; a little en- 
joyment, instead of satisfying the soul, does but kindle the desire for 
more enjoyment ; and the more we have, the more we want—amore re- 
quires more. So of wealth ; the possession awakens the craving, and 
millions do not satisfy it. So of fame, and friendship. So of almost 
every thing God has made us to enjoy, and of some things he has not made 
us toenjoy. And is religion an exception to this general law? It cer- 
tainly isnot. If it exists at all, it will awaken the desire for more, for 
higher and fuller attainments. And where the old nature overlies and 
oppresses the new principle, there will be restlessness within, an agony. 
which can never be allayed nor abated, till the new life is relieved, and 
tae and expanded into full maturity. I therefore say, that the 
duty of frequently dedicating ourselves to Christ anew, is a most reasonable 
one. It accords with the nature of the case, with the nature of all analo- 
gous things, and with our own deep conscious necessities. It falls in 
too, with the teachings of revelation, that has no promise for the sluggard 
nor the backslider ; none for the worldly and wavering professor ; nor 
for the neutral, the stationary, and compromising, in the christian course. 

III. We can have no reasonable that we are indeed christians, except 
as we have evidence that we are making progress in a religious life. One 
that does not grow in can have no proof that he has begun the 
christian race. He that has experienced but one change, (if his hope 
dates back far,) has poor evidence that he has ever met with any cha 
at all. One change will lead to another. How can a consistent hope 
cherished that does not lead to frequent refreshings and renovations in , 
the divine life? Where is the passage of Scripture that encourages the 
statio christian, or flatters the neutral, halting, compromising dis- 
ciple? I sup it is generally admitted, that whoever draws back to 
the world, and apparently abandons the christian race, demonstrates the 
oo, of his > and the guilt of his heart, With the Bible 
in his hand, but the world and the flesh in his heart, who can cherish and 
hold without presumption, the christian hope ? 

But if it is impossible for those who have fallen dway from what was 
considered a state of grace, to have any proof of a saving change, it is 
ag clear that ali who settle down into a formal, irresponsible state, 
who are contented with their first conversion, making no sacrifices for 
Christ, nor advances in the divine life, are infatuated if they yet cling to 
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the christian hope. Why should one have hope his change, 
oad bihe ubteanthampaennattaa te Chuanan e ev 
itself and multiply itself in the life? Did that change reach perfeetion 
at once? If not, is there not need of its repetition and continuance, till 
it comes to maturity and completeness? Is not the same need of this 
as there ep ce e place at all ?’ ripen fee oo 
sciousness of christian imperfection, of a hungering and thirsting for 
itual good, but of a failure to reach that good, and fulfil the high 

tions of the Christian hope would force a true disciple to repentance, and 
a renewed consecration of himself to Christ. How can he have Christian 
confidence if he neglect to do this? How can such a consciousness and a 
christian hope long dwell together? Such convictions, such misgi 

and a holy confidence, an earnest expectation, can they abide in the same 
breast? They can not, they do not. The consciousness will destroy the 
confidenee in the case ; or it will lead to a new consecration. I to 
the experience of my hearers, Are any of you in this state of Christian 
indifference and neutrality, bound and spell-bound by the world and its 
allurements? If so, let me ask you what is the state of your hope?— 
have you any? If so, is it in the ascendant, or declining? I am aware 
of the possibility of carrying a delusive hope to the grave; we read of 
such hopes in the Bible. But I say with boldness, that the person whose 
religious experience paused at conversion, and has declined rather than 
advanced since, has no Bible ground of hope that he has ever commenced 
the christian race. And if he still clings to a hope at all, it is without a 
foundation or Warrant, either in Scripture or an enlightened conscious- 
ness. 
IV. We cannot consistently exhort others to consecrate themselves to Christ 
unless we are willing to renew our own consecration toHim. We eannot 
urge others to do what we neglect to do ourselves. We shall see the in- 
consistency, and the effort will re-act upon our own feelings ; and sinners 
will see the inconsistency of it, and unless modesty or courtesy restrain them, 
will cast it in our teeth, and take up the proverb, ‘‘ Physician, heal thy- 
self.” Such inconsistent and heartless exhortations are more than neu- 
tralized by:the felt inconsistency in the case. But let the broken hearted 
exhort the careless to repentance ; let the humble and believing exhort a 
fellow mortal to flee from the wrath to come, and take refuge in Christ, 
and he will feel the force of the exhortation. But if that exhortation - 
come from a wandering or halting professor, its force is lost. Whoever 
exhorts another to do what he is not doing himself, labors under the two- 
fold disadvantage of conscious inconsistency in himself, and of fa. to 
reach the confidence of the other. His words want power and effect. 
They do not go.out from the heart, hence they do not go into the heart, 
be _ on the tongue, or react upon the speaker, to Srasey his peace 
and hope. 

He cannot exhort another to consecrate himself who neglects to conse- 
crate his own heart anew to Christ. He cannot urge another to repent, 
whose own repentance needs to be repented of. We cannot exhort others 
to do or become what we are becoming and doing ourselves. Look at the 
case. If you have sin in your heart, is there not as much need that you 
should repent of that sin, as there was that you should t of your 
sins at first? What is there, I ask, in the nature of sin in the christian’s 
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heart, that should exempt him from that deep and th h tance 
which must be felt for sin in the natwral heart., How is indwelli tos 
ever to be removed, except by repentance and separating yourselves from 
it, and it from you? The blood of Christ washes away only the sins that 
pe ewnegy of. and forsaken, but never the sins that are indulged and 

ed. No; the duty of repentance can never cease till sin has 
ceared; and sin can cease in no other way than by repentance and faith 
in Jesus Christ. And can we—can we exhort others to that duty, when 
we ourselves, who are sinners still, do not do it? There is great incon- 
sistency in the case. 

Take another test—that of love to God. Now, who can tell why we 
should not love God with the whole heart, as really as that we should love 
him at all, or with a divided heart? And how can one who knows 
that his own love to God is fickle and feeble, faithfully exhort another to 
that duty? Is it not as really his duty to love God with a stronger af- 
fection, as it is to love him with the least affection? Is it not as really 
his duty to love him with all the heart, as it is the duty of his neighbor 
to love him at all? And can he consistently urge another to love God, 
while a part of his own affections are withheld from him? The whole 
heart is really due to God as the first faint affection ; and whoever fails to 
render the higher degrees and exercises of love to God, is inconsistent in 
his exhortation to others. We are bound to go on, from strength to 
strength, from —_ to height, in holiness ; and whoever fails to do this 
is not at home in his efforts to make others holy, and to bring the world 
to God. Am I reasonable here? Can moral change cénsistently stop 
till there be no more ground nor room for change? Can repentance 
cease till there be no more sin? Can love languish in its progress till it has 
absorbed and filled the heart? (Can faith pause in its flight till it has 
reached vision ? or hope, till it has grasped reality? or duty, till strength 
fail, or the whole will of God is done? And to fall short here ourselves, 
er our mouth in argument and exhortation with others. 

. The necessity of a new consecration to Christ accords with the feel- 
imgs and convictions of all. Where is the professed Christian that does 
not feel the importance of a deeper work of grace in his heart? It is 
your confession on all sides, christian friends. There is not an impeni- 
tent person in the world, that more frankly acknowledges the importance 
of a change of heart in his case, than you all do, my brethren, of a 
. deeper work of grace in your hearts. I appeal to your convictions and 

confessions here, Did you in your sinful days ever feel more deeply the 
need of religion, than you now do of more religion? And do you not 
now feel that a re-consecration of yourselves to Christ is just what you 
need for enjoyment and usefulness? That it is just as much your duty, 
and is just as indispensable to your salvation as was your first consecta- 
tion. Let me come to your hearts here! Do you expect to get to hea- 
ven with the small amount of piety that you now have? Does it answer 
@ good conscience ? Does it answer the purposes of the present life even ; 
the great ends of duty, and example, and sacrifice? If not, then do you 
not feel the need of a new consecration, of being born again, of going 
through entirely new experiences and exercises, of forgetting the things 
that are behind, and of reaching forward to those that are before? You 
know that a change in your case is necessary. 
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Too little, no doubt, is often made of conversion ; but I fear sometimes 
that too much is made of it. For while the great change is oftentimes 
explained away, or greatly depreciated, it is sometimes substituted, we 
fear, for the whole work of salvation. This latter error is as fatal.es,the 
former. How much there is that is called religion that never passes 
a the wegen roi a the baw orn so'did — seed that 

in stony ; but there it y Stin ; perishing. 
There is no advancement, nor development, no eari _ i . Ibis 
your honest feeling, my friends, that much of the.religion of the has 
scarcely parted the earth, or parted with it. The world is. closed hard 
and adil epee it. Qr if it even ap , it is the low, faint, fruitless 
spire,—without ear or corn! My brethren, can you bear to have itso? 
Must it always be thus with you? Have you so learned Christ ?. Is this 
all he has called you to, he expects of you, all the world expects of 
you? Is notadi t type of religion necessary? Are, not new ad- 
vancements in holiness demanded ? Do you not aspire to a more 
frame than this? Have you all the religion you expect, or need, or want? 
Have you enough to make you happy, or only enough to make you un- 
happy? Have you enough to a you useful and respected, or only 
enough to make you a stumbling-block? Have you enough to give you 
hope, or only despair? To give you faith, or only doubts? To give you 
love and zeal, or only conscious languor and a sense of painful indiffer iffer- 
ence and unworthiness? I am confident 1 have your convictions and 
feelings, as I plead with you to leave your present standard, and go for- 
ward in the divine life. 

VI. You all expect to make these higher attainments. No one reason- 
ably hopes for eternal life, just as he now is.. No one can be truly satis- 
fi — content with his present moral state and standard, till conscience 
is utterly annihilated, ak the spiritual susceptibilities are exti ; 
There is @ voice of remonstrance in man, and of withering rebuke, that 
accords with the word of God, and responds to the quickening. spirit. of 
God. This voice startles and arouses us, and tells us of danger and ne- 
cessity in our case, and assures us of the greet need of moral change and 
maturity in order to salvation. But when ? seems to be the question with 
man,—both the christian and the sinner. The latter knows that the 
ae, « and the grace must come, or he will perish. But the question 
with him seems to be, when shall it come? Reason and revelation say 
now, Now is the time. But he rebels against now ; he admits the duty, 
the necessity, and thus seems to rebel against the time, rather than 
thing. But is itso? “Is it the time, after all, that he refuses, or the thing 
itself to be done? Oh! if he were ready for the change, if this were 
agreeable and desirable, the time would be now! Now is the chosen, 
accepted time, for all that we love, for all we are really willing and de- 
sirous to do, or to be. : 

I is so with the christian ; he not only feels the need@of new attain- 
ments, and a fresh consecration and re-consecration to Christ, but he. ex- 
pects they will come ; he seems to hope they will come, and almost looks 
for them. He would be in terror and despair, if he were told that they 
would never come. But alas! his time is not yet. He thinks the pres- 
ent not the most favorable opportunity ; the same spirit of procrastination, 
that thief of time and of souls, has seized upon him, conquering his res- 
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olutions and his energies, that sings syren around: the itent 
and the self-secure. ph Mi omg cy Apo apse 
hope, that he shall stand upon the mount of religious attainment, before 
he leaves this life. But how many differ from God, in regard to the true 

Fmally, th ose Sseeoat e hureh be coed lished 

nit , the m t) can never be accomp. 
without a deeper baptism of the Holy Ghost. Ordinary christian attain- 
ments can effect but little ; they do not answer the ends of salvation even, 
much less fulfil the great ends of the church. These first faint, fitful ex- 
| on ee am to what the nature of depravity and of redemption 
~ Conversion only begins the work of salvation. Christ and 
christianity are falsely represented, by these grovelling attainments. No; 
we must pass from height to height, from to strength; we must 
go changes as great as we ever before experienced,—and 
would there not be room for a great many such changes, before we should 
reach perfection, or could stand before God ? But how shall we gain 
these heights and experiences, but by renewed consecrations, by deeper 
baptisms, and more thorough crucifixions to the world, and a mightier 
power of christian faith! Do you ask who can bear these things; who 
can believe them? I fall back upon the Bible, and upon your own con- 
sciences. The fulfilment of the promises and prophecies wait for such 
developments and experiences in the Christian church,—and they have 
commenced already in some of our mission churches ; but when these be- 
come general, a doom is put upon atheism and infidelity ; delusion and 
error will die ; systems of cruelty will crumble to the ground ; revivals of 
pure religion will prevail ; their absence will be the exception, rather than 
the rule. The host of God, with banners white and waving, will march 
forth, to conquer the world. The missionary fields will all be occupied ; 
moral enterprise and achievement will be triumphant! Christianity, then, 
will be demonstrated as true; the Bible will Be placed beyond cavil or 
doubt. Nothing is needed to give conquest to Christ, and the truth, and 
overthrow the monstrous systems of error and iniquity in the world, but 
the general prevalence of such christian experience, and such a standard 
of holiness as have been described. 

Are there great sins and evils in society? Yes, there are. But what 
ean be done? Shall we pass laws? Yes. Shall we establish societies, 
and set in motion christian cies and enterprises? Yes, all these ; 
and yet there is a more excellent way. It is to seek for ourselves, and 
for others, and the world, higher christian attainments, a deeper experi- 
encé in divine things. It is to make everything of religion and its insti- 
tations. These are the machinery to change and bless the world. 

Have you personal trials and sorrows? Are you filled with fears and 
terrors, in view of the future? What are you going to do, my friends? 
How are you to get rid of them? I know of but one way; it is to give 
up the world gd yourselves, sins and sinner, to Christ and Him only, and 

n all these sorrows and terrors will cease. 

If religion is a reality, it is everything ; and if we would possess it, we 
must not stop short of a thorough experience. If we dove at all, why not 
with all the heart? If we give up one sin, why not every sin? If we 
surrender one thing to Christ, why not everything? If we have com- 
meneced the christian life, why stop till the work is complete ?—what is 
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worth beginning is worth finishing ; what ought to be commenced ought 
to be comple The first step is useless, if the succeeding ones arenot 
taken; it is the last step, not the first, that takes the prize, the crown. 
Old experiences are , only as. they lead to new ones, 

that stops at conversion, will not do; it will need to be repented of. ‘The 
faith that only takes hold on Christ, and then lets go of Him, is fit 

to be cast into the grave of dead works. And now what are we todo, 
ou ask. If you are in true earnest, it is easy to tell you. 2 8 
1. Think on your ways; your ways, and not the ways of other. 
sons. And what ways have they been! How perverse, how crooked, 
how wandering, and fearfully descending in their course! How utiworthy 
of God, and your high calling! How dishonorable and crucifying to 
Christ ! How grievous to the Spirit; how disereditable to the church, 
and stumbling to the world! Think of your ways, ee neglected rer pu 
sibilities, You are held answemble for all you have, or have had the 
power and opportunity to do ; for duties neglected as well as offences eom- 
mitted. Ob! think upon your—your ways. They are paved with bro- 
ken vows ; they are lined with the wreck of promises and resolutions ; 
they are overhung with forbidden fruit, and strewn with ruined hopes and 
disastrous deeds. Think of them, as David did of his. Reflection is the 
path to reformation ; consideration, to conversion. , 

2. Cherish the Spirit, if peradventure he has not left you forever. 
His drowned voice may yet be heard, through the clamor and noise of the 
world. He calls you to duty ; shows you the folly and bitterness of past 
transgressions, and the importance of faithfulness and exertion in the fu- 
ture. It is safe to follow his promptings ; his influence is the one cord 
which holds you back from destruction. His light is the last ray of hope 
to the soul; his fire, within you, is the last spark of salvation ; do not 
quench it. Give yourself up to his influence, and it will make ering 
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to be as the tinder in which that spark will become a flame. Everythi 
is gained by yielding to the Spirit; everything is lost by quenching 
influence. Cherish those influences, if you would not die. Welcome his 
breath, his flame ; yield at once to his all-awakening and all-renewing 
power, lest you perish. He is searching for your heart and will ; he seeks 
for your consent and co-operation in the work of salvation ; but he oper- 
ates only upon your agency and powers. He strives—not to do your work 
for you, this he cannot do—but to make you willing to work. Do what 
he bids, and it will be for your life. | 

In a word—let prayer, and sacrifice, and exertions abound. The more 
you do, and pray, and suffer, the more you will be like Christ ; and the 
more you will think and feel, and the more of faith, and hope, and love 
you will have. Prayer is the path to God, and to heaven. We wander 
on our feet, but return on our knees, Hearken not to syren voices. 
What you do must be done quickly ; begin it now; take to your heart 
the Scriptures ; cease to speculate upon. them; begin to practice them ; 
but in all these things, take Christ as your all; give your sins to him— 
trust only to Him for salyation. Take Him as your sacrifice and your 
sanctifier ; follow him as your guide and your glory. 

I turn now to those who have not given themselves to God at all. You 
have heard all I have been saying to professed christians, and perhaps 
have enjoyed it, and regard it all as deserved ; but every word of it ap- 








to you. If they must continue in holiness, in order 

ean you go to heaven without any holiness whatever? If they must 
yn see phen ga corer ur ey ptt gy 
you be saved w ve never yet repented of one of your sins? . 
pel cet yt wf dig udbeplaceptelpege: yrageosaa estes pir mr 
ean you stand in day, without any grace at all in your hearts? And 
if they must press forward to the end of the race, to gain the heavenly 

Ys ralbargh ‘a obtain that prize, who have never the first step 
that race? I cannot urge you to hold on in the christian course, for 
you have not yet commenced it. And the danger is that you never 
; that sins, and doubts, and delays will destroy you. Do you ask me 
what you shall do? If you are in earnest, I will answer you. gon 
what you know, in your conscience and heart, you ought todo. Take 
the first step in the narrow way, the road to life and heaven, to-day ; and 
g° forward, from strength to ei height to height, till the 
earth is beneath you, the river of behind you, and heaven and 
glory around you. Amen. 
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HYMN. 


O speed thee, Christian, on thy way 
And to thy armor clin : wus 

With girded loins the obey 
That grace and mercy bring. 


There is a battle to be fought, - 
An upward race to run, 

A crown of glory to be sought, 
A victory to be won. 


The shield of faith repels the dart 
That Satan’s hand may throw ; 

His arrow cannot reach thy heart, 
If Christ control the bow. 


The glowing lamp of prayer will light 
Thee on thy anxious road ; 

"Twill keep the goal of heaven in sight, 
And guide thee to thy God. 


O faint not, Christian, for thy sighs 
Are heard before His throne ; 
The race must come before the prize, 
The cross before the crown. Anon. 





